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THE LIFE AND WORK OF PROF. DR. RADOSLAV RIZOVSKI (16.1X 1935—-20.VIl 2008)
80 YEARS SINCE THE BIRTH OF AND OVER 40 YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC
ACTIVITY

MANDzUKOVSKI D.
Public enterprise Makedonski sumi, Skopje, Macedonia
Corresponding author e-mail address: d_mandzukovski@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT: Professor Radoslav Rizovski is one of the remarkable figures who made a mark in vegetation science
in Macedonia. As a tireless researcher, he created invaluable tuition that will represent basis for future generations to
learn from it but also to upgrade it. He has been active in nature conservation on the ground of the former Yugoslavia,
especially in Macedonia. He has published 50 scientific papers, several working papers relating to vegetation
mapping of part of Macedonia, and several monographs. This year marks 80 years since his birth and 40 years of
teaching and research, and for that purpose this paper is dedicated to.

Keywords: Radoslav Rizovski, vegetation science, nature protection.

1 PROFESSIONAL PORTRAIT OF PROF. DR.
RADOSLAV RIZOVSKI

Professor Radoslav Rizovski was born on 16.IX
1935, in the village Rozden in Mariovo, part of a broader
area of Municipality of Kavadarci. His father's roots are
from Kavadarci, and from the mother’s side, from Veles.
His father finished studies in theology in Bitola and as
highly valued man; he was a priest in three villages.

On his mother’s side there were also scholars, among
them teachers and clergymen.

At a young age (seven years old), he is left without a
parent. After the death of his father, Rizovski with his
closest family moves to Skopje, where he forms his
primary and secondary education.

Persuaded by the forestry engineer Strashimir
Lazarov (his first cousin), he enrolled at the Agricultural
- Forestry Faculty in Skopje, on the Department of
Forestry, where he undergraduated in 1958, and
graduated in 1959.

Figure 1: Radoslav Rizovski (Rozden, 16.1X 1935 -
20.VII 2008, Bitola)

During this period and after graduation, he worked at
the Institute for Forest Management - Skopje, where
participates in the execution of the field works for the
current year at Tuinska forest - Kicevo and field work at
the Shar mountain until late autumn, where he was
witnessing a difficult situation of major snow drifts at the
end of field work, and complex withdrawal from the
mountain.

For this short stay, the young, industrious engineer
Rade, as the older colleagues from the Institute of Forest
Management, proudly and respectfully called him. A
short time period, Prof. Rizovski works at Forest
management officec Karadzica in Skopje.

His postgraduate studies continued at the Faculty of
Forestry in Zagreb, Republic of Croatia, which were
realized under inter-Republic cooperation in the former
Yugoslavia, for additional education of the young staff of
the newly established Faculties of Forestry.

For this occasion, he stays in Zagreb for about 4
years, and under the leadership of Professor Milan Anic,
prepares his master's thesis. His Master thesis was in
1969, on the topic titled: Cenoze hrasta kitnjaka s
obicnim grabom i hrasta kitnjaka u Centralnoj
Makedoniji i Centralnoj Hrvatskoj- in English
“Communities of sessile oak with hornbeam and sessile
oak in Central Macedonia and Central Croatia”.

The Doctoral dissertation entitled: Illymume na
dabom nnockau (Quercus farnetto Ten) eo jyoicnume
kpauwma na CP Maxeoonuja- in English “The forests of
Hungarian oak (Quercus farnetto Ten) in the southern
parts of the SR of Macedonia”, he successfully defended
1973 in Skopje before the commission consisting of: Em,
H., Fukarek, P. and Dzekov, S.

Professor Rizovski was a recognized expert in the
field of floristry and phytocoenology in our state and
abroad, in the broader area of the Balkan Peninsula.
Published about fifty scientific and professional papers in
the field of which he worked, from which several are
international.

He participated in scientific committees of
international congresses, editorials of scientific -
professional journals and reviews of high school and
university textbooks. He was also a member of
Committees for several doctoral and master thesis papers
of candidates, who are now leading experts in the field of
phytocoenology on the territory of the former
Yugoslavia.
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Figure 2: Prof. Dr. Radoslav Rizovski with part of his
family

2 EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

During his studies, because of his interest in common
names of plants and general plant affinity he was spotted
by Professor Hans Em.

After the work at the Institute for Forest
Manaagement and forest economy office Karadzica, he is
drafted for military service.

During his military service period, the Forestry
department of then Agricultural-Forestry Faculty in
Skopje opens admission for an assistant in the
Department of Sylviculture on the subject of
Phytocoenology. In his absence, the request for
admission and other documentation, according to
Professor Rizovski, was filled out and personally applied
by Professor Em.

From 13.X 1961, becomes assistant of the course
Phytocoenology. After his doctorate in 1973, becomes an
assistant professor. From 1978, he is associate professor
of the course Ecology and typology of the forests and
pastures, pretty later from Phytocoenology, while for full
professor was elected in 1983.

For the purposes of education in the subjects which
he held on the Faculty of Forestry in Skopje, regularly
visited with his students, several mountain ranges, among
them focus was given to the western part of Macedonia,
with emphasis on the Shar and Bistra mountains, because
of the rich diversity that these mountains have.

Part of the field activities were undertaken in
Katlanovo near Skopje, due to an introduction of the sub
Mediterranean vegetation. These were his basic field -
teaching facilities, and occasionally field trips were made
to Golak - Delcevo, Jakupica and other parts of
Macedonia.

Besides the courses of Phytocoenology, Professor
Rizovski short period lectured Petrographics, and from
the early nineties of the last century to retirement, held
lectures on the course Parks with protection of the
environment.

His approach towards students was genuine and
uncommon. His lectures were good representation of his
background knowledge from multiple fields of natural
sciences, filled with evoking memories of former field
works, of course, associated with the current theme that
he lectured. As such, the lectures remain in the memories
of a large number of students.

He was always accessible for consultation or for a
general chat.
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3 SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ACTIVITY

The main area of science research for Professor
Rizovski was the forest vegetation of Republic of
Macedonia; however, he gives his contribution in
research of the pastures, as well as the typology of the
forests.

With the research made in the doctoral dissertation,
Professor Rizovski determined that in the southern edges
of Macedonia, on the move of from Demir Kapija canyon
to the south, which is known as Dolno Povardarie, are
developing two forest communities of Hungarian oak (Q.
farneto), but without the presence of Turkey oak (Q.
cerris): Carici cuspidatae-Quercetum farneto Rizovski
and Carpino orientalis - Quercetum farneto Rizovski.

An important moment of his career is the research of
the wild fruit dendroflora, where in cooperation with
several authors worked on the genera such as: Rubus,
Cornus, Vitis, Prunus, Corylus etc.

Important is the contribution of Professor Rizovski in
the typology of the forests. From the example of the
typological schools from the former Yugoslavia and
Austria in 1978, built a concept that is most suited to the
natural conditions in our country and the level of
exploration of the vegetation. For this purpose, he made
several researches and mapping of the parts of the
mountains Platchkovitza and Kozuf at the site called
Duditza, gathering satisfactory results.

Professor Rizovski in middle of the seventies of the
last century to the beginnings of the eighties (1981) with
Lj. Micevski, works on the phytosociological and
ecological regionalization and typization of bare lands in
order to define and classify the sites within the limits of
previously established areas for afforestation. Parts of
these results are published at a later date (1990).

During this period, he publishes two new
communities for science. The first, on the beech (F.
moesiaca) and small-leafed lime (7. cordata) and the
second is community of Hop Hornbeam (O. carpinifolia)
that develops on silicate substrate at the gorges in
Macedonia.

How big was the love of the professor Rizovski
towards floristic and vegetation conveys the information
that he with his own personal funding purchased
professional literature, herbarium materials and
equipment for the research of vegetation.

An important period from the scientific work of
Professor Rizovski is his work in the project called
"Vegetation map of Yugoslavia, in the region of the
Republic of Macedonia". This project was undertaken on
the initiative of Forestry Institute from Zagreb - the
Republic of Croatia, upon the before held international
symposium in Stolzenau 1959, for the preparation of
vegetation map of Europe. The same project on the
territory of the former Yugoslavia started to be realized in
1963.

In the period of 1963 - 1987, Professor Rizovski was
included as associate in the teams for mapping the
vegetation of Macedonia in favor of preparing the
vegetation map of Yugoslavia in scale 1: 200 000 while
in the period from 1989 to 1991, he was leader of the
project for the Republic of Macedonia.
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Figure 3: Field trip with students in second year of studies at the Faculty of Forestry in the early 90's, site Kozarica - Shar

Mountain (Prof. Dr. Radoslav Rizovski first from left)

The team was made up of well-known
phytocoenologists in Macedonia on the front with Em
and his associates: Dzekov, Nikolovski, Rizovski,
Andonoski, later they are joined by Matveyeva, Lj.
Micevski, Mircevski, Batkoski, Gudeski, Dimovski,
Manevski and others. From this study, Prof. Rizovski in
cooperation with Professor Em in 1974, draft a
Prodromus of plant communities of SR Macedonia
(manuscript).

In 1985, Professor Rizovski participates at the
colloquium held in Bribir-Ilok, which actually was a
gathering of eminent phytocoenologists from the former
Yugoslavia organized as Scientific Council of the
Vegetation map of Yugoslavia, in order to settle the some
problems in Phytocoenolgy, and progress the making of
the vegetation map of Yugoslavia.

From this gathering comes out Prodromus
phytocoenosum Jugoslaviae ad mappam vegetationis m
1: 200 000, which with certain adjustments for the newly
described communities is still used today.

In accordance with the determined objective of the
project "Vegetation map of Yugoslavia" undertaken were
obligations to be developed 2 types of the map:

- Map of the natural potential climatic vegetation
zones with scale of R 1: 500 000, which for the territory
of the Republic of Macedonia was created by Professor
Rizovski, and the same was been printed as appendix in
the book "Climate vegetation soil zones (regions) in the
Republic of Macedonia", published by the Macedonian
Academy of Sciences and Arts, 1996

- Map of recent (real) vegetation in the measurement
scale of 1: 200 000

The Project "Vegetation Map of Macedonia"
continues to early nineties of the last century but it is still
not finished.

Although this project remains unfinished, under the
guidelines of Professor Em, Professor Rizovski and
Professor Dzekov have been working on the refugium
vegetation of Macedonia. From this project arised several
described communities, as that of the Macedonian oak
(Q.macedonica), the narrow-leafed ash (F. angustifolia)
and several communities from the gorges of the major
rivers.

Professor Rizovski due to prolonged sickness passed
away on July 20" 2008.

Figure 4: Prof. Dr. Radoslav Rizovski on a field research
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